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… and all who believe in democracy … 

Asalaamu alaikum … nameskar … and good afternoon 

Democracy 

Democracy … it’s a big word … 

… it’s a big idea … 

So many big, fat books have been written about democracy … 

… so many people have talked and talked about democracy …  

… so many words and words and words about democracy. 

Why so much clutter? 

I don’t think democracy is so hard to understand. 

My favorite American President Abraham Lincoln said it best: … 

Democracy is governance of the people, by the people, for the people. 

Democracy is governance of the people, by the people, for the people … that’s what Abraham 

Lincoln said. 
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But Abraham Lincoln lived over 150 years ago. 

I think we can define democracy more simply. 

Democracy is happening right in this room … today. 

Here is decision making … governance … being done of the people, by the people, for the 

people. 

You … the good people of Mulia Union Parishad … are making decisions … 

… these are decisions of the people … you, by the people … you, for the people … you. 

As you can tell from your meetings, democracy is not easy, often is not pretty … democracy is 

hard … 

… democracy is hard, but it is the best way to effect governance … 

… democracy means balancing competing interests, setting priorities, making choices and 

making decisions …  

… democracy is about listening to others, trying to understand their views, working toward 

compromise … 

… everyone has to give a bit for the greater good … that is democracy. 

You see … democracy, indeed, is happening right in this room …  

… and I applaud you for your commitment to practicing democracy as you work together to use 

your resources to build and improve your community … that is what democracy is all about. 

I am proud that America through USAID and  Democracy Watch is your strong partner as you 

…  

… you, the leaders of Mulia Union Parishad … you, the people of Mulia Union Parishad …  

… right here in this very place, Mulia Union Parishad …  

… you are working to build democracy …  

… you are working to build governance of the people, by the people, for the people.  

You must be so proud of your great role in building a democratic Bangladesh, a Bangladesh … 

of the people, by the people, for the people. 

Thank you.  
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